Pediatric nurse practitioners develop ambulatory surgery cardiac program.
The major objective for the Pediatric Cardiac Day Surgery Program at Children's Medical Center of Dallas is to promote cost-effectiveness while the quality of physical and psychosocial preparation of the child having cardiac surgery is maintained. The pediatric patients have comprehensive preoperative workups and teaching provided by pediatric nurse practitioners. The unique knowledge base, expertise, and clinical skills of the pediatric nurse practitioner have enabled the program not only to succeed but also to pave the way for the utilization of the Day Surgery Unit by many other surgical services.